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The Appearance of the Grace of God – Titus 2:4-8a 

 

1. Disappearance vs. Appearance 

 

Disappearance vs. Appearance. 

 

When I was growing up, I can remember the exact time, place and location  

when my brothers revealed to me that Santa was not real. 

 

The disappearance vs. appearance of Santa – was shattered for me that day. 

 

 

Today we celebrate not the disappearance, but the appearance of the grace of God. 

We celebrate the birth of our saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

And whilst, we have done this for many years, for some of us decades and decades, 

And as the church we’ve celebrated for millennia, 

 

The question I want to address this Christmas is – what does the appearing of the grace of God 

mean for me, for you, for us all? 
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2. What does the appearing of the grace of God mean for us ? (vv. 4-8a) 

 

So what does the appearing of the grace of God mean for us? 

  

 i) The grace of God appeared – bringing salvation  

 

Firstly, Paul describes the grace of God in v. 4 – “He saved us” 

Now, the grace of God appearing is not like a magician who disappears and reappears. 

No, the grace of God appearing is the moment in history that Israel were longing for. 

The grace of God appearing is Jesus breaking into history as a human being. 

Jesus acted in the most decisive way – past tense – “he saved us” 

 And the positive and the negative qualifications made are vitally important.  

 On the negative, Jesus saved us not because of our own righteousness,  

not because of our spiritual resume, 

  Not because there was something intrinsically good about us. 

 On the positive – it’s all about him. 

  It is according to his mercy. 

  It is according to his compassion. 

  It is because of who Jesus is, that we have been saved. 

 

 

ii)  The Holy Spirit has been poured out on us 

 

Second, the appearing of the grace of God means  

that we now have the Holy Spirit poured out on us. 

As John writes in his gospel – we have now been born ‘from above’ 

We have now been born of the Spirit. 

And God’s spirit has not been poured out like water in a drought. 

God is not standing at the spiritual bowser, rationing out his Spirit. 

No, God has lavishly poured out his spirit upon us. 

God has spared nothing as he gives us his Spirit. 

 

 

And yet, God has the most precious gift of the Holy Spirit and he lavishly pours it out upon us. 
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 iii) We have been justified by his grace. 

 

So third, we have been justified by his grace. 

Again, this is past tense. Our status before God has been changed from “guilty” to “redeemed”. 

The justice that was owing to our declaration of autonomy against God 

 Has been underwritten by the blood of Jesus. 

 

And because we have been justified, we become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

 iv) We devote ourselves to good works  

 

Fourth, because we have been saved,  

because we have God’s spirit poured out on us, 

and because we have been justified to become heirs of eternal life. 

 

On this basis we devote ourselves to good works. 

 

<< Illus’n – chatting with mates at work – Brad  

– couldn’t get that I do ‘good works’ because I want to, not because I must >> 

 

We do good works because we want to, 

We do good works because we have been liberated. 

We do good works because we have been given such a place of honour, we delight in serving God. 
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4. The Grace of God => The Godly Life 

 

To finish, the grace of God appearing – transforms our very existence. 

 

The grace of God – which we celebrate in the birth of our Saviour totally re-orientates our lives. 

 

So today let’s rejoice in the apprearing of the goodness and loving kindness of God. 

Let’s rejoice in the salvation Jesus won for us, as he died for us. 

Let’s rejoice in the Holy Spirit poured out lavishly upon us. 

Let’s rejoice in the justification we now have. 

 

And let’s devote ourselves to good works, as we follow in the footsteps of our Saviour. 

 

May you have a wonderful Christmas,  

And may God’s blessing in Christ be upon you. 

 

Let’s pray. 


